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Fishery Conservation and Management § 665.142 

§ 665.127 Allowable gear and gear re-
strictions. 

(a) American Samoa coral reef eco-

system MUS may be taken only with 

the following allowable gear and meth-

ods: 

(1) Hand harvest; 

(2) Spear; 

(3) Slurp gun; 

(4) Hand net/dip net; 

(5) Hoop net for Kona crab; 

(6) Throw net; 

(7) Barrier net; 

(8) Surround/purse net that is at-

tended at all times; 

(9) Hook-and-line (includes handline 

(powered or not), rod-and-reel, and 

trolling); 

(10) Crab and fish traps with vessel ID 

number affixed; and (11) Remote-oper-

ating vehicles/submersibles. 

(b) American Samoa coral reef eco-

system MUS may not be taken by 

means of poisons, explosives, or intoxi-

cating substances. Possession or use of 

these materials by any permit holder 

under this subpart who is established 

to be fishing for coral reef ecosystem 

MUS in the management area is pro-

hibited. 

(c) Existing FEP fisheries shall fol-

low the allowable gear and methods 

outlined in their respective plans. 

(d) Any person who intends to fish 

with new gear not included in this sec-

tion must describe the new gear and its 

method of deployment in the special 

permit application. A decision on the 

permissibility of this gear type will be 

made by the Regional Administrator 

after consultation with the Council and 

the director of the affected state fish-

ery management agency. 

§ 665.128 Gear identification. 

(a) The vessel number must be affixed 

to all fish and crab traps on board the 

vessel or deployed in the water by any 

vessel or person holding a permit under 

§§ 665.13 or 665.124 or that is otherwise 

established to be fishing for American 

Samoa coral reef ecosystem MUS in 

the management area. 

(b) Enforcement action. (1) Traps not 

marked in compliance with paragraph 

(a) of this section and found deployed 

in the coral reef ecosystem manage-

ment area will be considered unclaimed 

or abandoned property, and may be dis-

posed of in any manner considered ap-

propriate by NMFS or an authorized of-

ficer. 

(2) Unattended surround nets or bait 

seine nets found deployed in the coral 

reef ecosystem management area will 

be considered unclaimed or abandoned 

property, and may be disposed of in 

any manner considered appropriate by 

NMFS or an authorized officer. 

§§ 665.129–665.139 [Reserved] 

§ 665.140 American Samoa Crustacean 
Fisheries. [Reserved] 

§ 665.141 Definitions. 
As used in §§ 665.140 through 665.159: 

American Samoa crustacean manage-
ment unit species means the following 

crustaceans: 

Samoan name English common name Scientific name 

Ula ............................................... spiny lobster ................................................... Panulirus marginatus, Panulirus penicillatus. 
Papata ......................................... slipper lobster ................................................. Scyllaridae. 
pa’a .............................................. Kona crab ....................................................... Ranina ranina. 

deepwater shrimp ........................................... Heterocarpus spp. 

Crustacean Permit Area 3 (Permit Area 
3) includes the EEZ around American 

Samoa. 

§ 665.142 Permits. 
(a) Applicability. (1) The owner of any 

vessel used to fish for lobster in Permit 

Area 3 must have a permit issued for 

that vessel. 

(2) The owner of any vessel used to 

fish for deepwater shrimp in Crusta-

cean Permit Area 3 must have a permit 

issued for that vessel. 

(b) General requirements. General re-

quirements governing application in-

formation, issuance, fees, expiration, 

replacement, transfer, alteration, dis-

play, sanctions, and appeals for per-

mits issued under this section, as appli-

cable, are contained in § 665.13. 

(c) Application. An application for a 

permit required under this section will 
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